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~~ ELECTION '89 


Candidates’ Poll on Gay/Lesbian Rights 


GALA SOCIETY OF EDMONTON FINDS NO SUPPORT FROM THE 
GOVERNMENT'S CANDIDATES FOR GAY AND LESBIAN RIGHTS 


The Civil Rights Committee of the Gay and Lesbian Awareness (GALA) 
Society of Edmonton has found no support for sexual orientation legislation from 
Progressive Conservative candidates in the upcoming provincial election. GALA 
did find significant support among Liberal candidates, and overwhelming support 
from New Democrat candidates. 

“We are disappointed," said GALA spokesperson Maureen Irwin. “When 
the political party in power refuses to accept the responsibility for protecting 
all Albertans from discrimination, how secure can the rights of any Albertan 
be? Refusing to protect society's minorities does not make a very just campaign 
platform." 

The failure of the PC Candidates to interest themselves in protecting gay 
men and lesbians stands in contrast to their federal counterparts, who supported 
sexual orientation legislation in the majority during the recent federal election. 
They also stand considerably more to the right of average Albertans, who in 
several polls in the last few years have shown themselves to be supportive of 
protection for lesbians and gay men. 

The New Democrats, in opposition, responded with support for gay and 
lesbian rights. This is in keeping with party policy, and with the history of 
the New Democrats in the legislature, who twice introduced Private Member's 
bilis to amend Alberta's human rights act, the Individual Rights Protection Act, 
to include sexual orientation as a prohibited grounds of discrimination. Both 
times, the Conservative government allowed the bills to die. 

The responses of the Liberal candidates to the poll varied. Although the 
party leader, Laurence Decore, favoured sexual orientation legislation, the rest 
of the candidates were split almost equally between those who favoured gay 
and lesbian rights, and those who were against, were undecided, or did not res- 
pond. This may be due in part to party policy, since while the New Democrats 
clearly favour sexual orientation, the Liberal party has no policy. 

Still, GALA members are not without hope. GALA continues to work on 
several initiatives, both on the federal and provincial levels, as well as general 
educational work on gay and lesbian issues. And the results of the Alberta 


election will indicate in which directions the group will have to work. 


"A few years back," Maureen adds, 


with a slogan to fight discrimination: Alberta is for all of us. 


"the Alberta government came out 
This poll must 


make every candidate, and every voter, ask: is Alberta truly for all of us?" 


Candidates were asked the following question: 


"If elected, would you vote to amend 


the Individual Rights Protection Act to include sexual orientation as a prohibited 


grounds of discrimination?" 


Edmonton-Avonmore 


James Albers (PC) - did not return calls 
Marie Laing (NO) - yes 
Don Massey (Lib) - did not return calls 


Edmonton-Belmont: 


Cathy Greco (Lib) - yes 
Tom Sigurdson (ND) - yes 
Walter Szwender (PC) - did not return calls 


Edmonton-Beverly 

Ed Ewasiuk (ND) - yes 

Gary Kump (PC) - did not return calls 
Daryl] Robb (Lib) - did not return calls 


Edmonton-Calder 


Aldo De Luca (PC) - did not return calls 
Christie Mjolsness (ND) - yes 
Lance White (Lib) - yes 


Edmonton-Centre 


Don Ciarke (P€)¢-: did. not: returascalls 
Mary Molloy (Lib) - yes 
William Roberts (ND) - yes 


Edmonton-Glengarry 

John Belzerowski (PC) - did not return calls 
Robin Boodle (Com) © yes 

Laurence Decore (Lib) - yes 

John Younie (ND) - yes 


Edmonton-Glenora 


Hal Annet (Lib) - did not return calls 
Nancy Betkowski (PC) - did not return calls 
George Millar (ND) - did not return calls 


Edmonton-Gol'd:.Bar 


Bettie Hewes (Lib) - yes 

Naomi Rankin (Com) - yes 

Chris Tomaschuk (ND) - yes 

Cathy Wyatt (PC) - did not return calls 


Edmonton Highlands 


Pam Barrett (ND) - yes 
Ziad Jaber (PC) - did not return calls 
Ken Kozak (Lib) - did not return calls 


Edmonton-Jasper Place 

Karen Leibovici (Lib) - did not return calls 
John McInnis (ND) - yes 

Les Young (PC) - did not return calls 


Edmonton-Kingsway 

Joan Cowling (Lib) - no 
Alex McEachern (ND) - yes 
Allen Wasnea (PC) - no 


Edmonton-Meadowlark 


Joan Majeski (PC) - did not return calls 
Grant Mitchell (Lib) - yes 
Bill Mullen (ND) - yes 


Edmonton-Mill Woods 


Gerry Gibeault (ND) - did not return calls 
Bas Roopnarine (PC) - did not return calls 
Murray Scambler (Lib) - did not return calls 


Edmonton Norwood 


Luis Baptista (Lib) - yes 
Ray Martin (ND) - yes 
Dan Patirnik (PC) - did not return calls 


Edmonton-Parkal len 


Doug Main (PC) - did not return calls 
Jim Selby (ND) - did not return calls 
Nadene Thomas (Lib) - yes 


Edmonton-Strathcona 


Phil Lister (Lib) - undecided 
Jack Scott (PC) - did not return calls 
Gordon Wright (ND) - did not teturn calls 


Edmonton-Whi temud 


Nao Fernando (ND) - yes 
Don Getty (PC) - did not return calls 
Percy Wickman (Lib) - did not return calls 


St. Albert 


Len Bracko (Lib) - did not return calls 
Dick Fowler (PC) - did not return calls 
Cheryl Wharton (ND) - did not return calls 


Sherwood Park 


calls 


none of the candidates returned 


